1789 Congressional Districts

The 1%t session of Congress marked
the beginning of congressional
district drawing in the United States.
Limited to the territory of the
thirteen colonies and largely
following state lines, all of the
districts have very low Polsby-Popper
and Reock scores due to their
irregular shapes.

By 1920, another interesting trend
emerges — newly acquired states and
territories in the Western United
States have significantly higher scores
than those on the East Coast, likely
because their populations do not
require them to be split into multiple
districts and because of their more
uniform geometric shapes, which lend
themselves to being closer to perfect
equidistance from their central points.

1977 Congressional Districts

While no legislation regarding voting
and redistricting was issued in 1977, it
does mark the most recent Congress
where a party held a 2/3 supermajority
in the House of Representative.
Compared to the map from 1965, it is
clear that more districts shifted to lower
Polsby-Popper and Reock scores,
indicating a clear effect of compactness

on gerrymandering and extreme skews
in federal representation.
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1965 is perhaps the most significant
vear for legislation, as the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 was passed this vyear,
outlawing voting discrimination that
was overlooked in during the
ratification of the 15t Amendment,
including race-based gerrymandering.
Many of the extremely low scores from
the East and Midwest seem to have
improved slightly, though there is still a
clear lack of compactness in the South.

With the passage of the 15t
Amendment in 1870, black citizens
gained the right to vote, but not
without pushback from former slave
states in the form of literacy tests and
other polling barriers. This attitude is
reflected in the Polsby-Popper and
Reock tests, as former slave states in
the South have significantly lower
scores than those in the North.
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